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ARTICLES
Indefinite Articles Definite Article
A An The
A boy An egg The Earth
A An The

“A” is used with words beginning
with a consonant sound.
(not spelling)

E.g: “b”, “C”’ “d”’ Hf”, “h”’ “j” eTC
“A” is used before singular countable
noun.

“A” is used before an occupation.
Examples:

e MrJohn is a postman.

e Sheis anurse.

= Used to express price.

“An” is used with words beginning

with vowels: “a o”, “u”

,e,l,

= “An” is used before singular
countable noun.
* an eagle ° an ink

= used before an
Examples:

occupation

e Mr Kamal is an architect.
e My uncle is an engineer.

= used to express time

“The” refes to one specific person
place or thing.

Can be used with singular, plural,
countable or uncountable noun.

Examples:

e The sugaris in the jar.

e Let me sit by the window.

e The waiter is pouring some tea
for the lady.

a one-eyed man

an hourglass

* Prawns cost RM38.00 a kilo. Example:
e Thereis a 30% discount. e There are 60 minutes in an hour.
Examples: Examples: Examples:
a boy a girl an ant an apple e thesun
a pen a horse an arrow an apron e the moon
a cat a leaf an eagle an elephant e thesea
a dog a book an egg an eye e the stars
a flower a ruler an igloo an ink e the London Bridge
a box a chair an idea an island ¢ the Nile River
a table a desk an owl an onion
aman a woman an orange an ox
a pencil a bag an urn an umbrella
an old man

= Before words starting with vowels | & Before words with silent “h”.

but with a consonant sound. e an hour
e auseful book e an honour
e auniform e an heir
e a European e an honest girl
*  duniversity e an honourable judges
L] o
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Some Any

& Some is used to mean “a little” or “a few”. < Any is used to mean “no” or “zero”.

< We use “some” with both countable and | & We use “any” with both countable and
uncountable nouns. uncountable nouns.

< When used with countable nouns, the nouns will | & When used with countable nouns, they are
be plural. When used with uncountable nouns, always plural. When used with uncountable
they are always singular. nouns, they become singular.

& Some is used in affirmative sentences. < Any is used in both negative sentences and

e Ineed to buy some bread. questions.

e There are some apples in the kitchen. e [don’'t have any pen fo use.

* He will bring some friends to the birthday party |¢ Do you have any pen you can lend me?
next week. * There isn’t any butter.

I have got some money to spend at the

We use “some” in affirmative sentences. .
circus.

\

\

We use “any” in negative sentences. [ haven’t got any new clothes for spring.

We use “any” in questions. » Have you got any cash?

How Much/How Many

|. Uncountable nouns are always singular.
We use how much to ask the amount of something uncountable.

Examples:
* How much water did you drink?
e How much sugar would he like?

“Money” is uncountable. You can count dollars, pounds, ringgits, euros, coins or banknotes, but not
“money”.

2. Countable nouns can be singular or plural.

We use how many to ask the quantity of something countable.
Examples:

* How many burgers do we need?

* How many oranges are left inside the fridge?
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